Percutaneous occlusion of the patent ductus arteriosus with the amplatzer device for atrial septal defects.
We report two cases in which adult patients with large and short patent ductus arteriosus with shallow/no aortic ampulla and associated pulmonary hypertension had the defects successfully closed percutaneously using Amplatzer devices designed for atrial septal defect occlusion. The defects were stretched with a sizing balloon for optimal ductal size determination and device selection. Surgical treatment for associated discrete membranous subaortic stenosis was deferred in one patient because of significant gradient reduction in the left ventricular outflow tract after ductal occlusion. The technique of this novel approach and its possible advantages are discussed.